Using a new device to prevent pulmonary embolisms during pharmacomechanical thrombectomy.
We have used a new device to prevent pulmonary embolism during pharmacomechanical thrombectomy in a 25-year-old postpartum woman. The Angel® catheter (BiO2 Medical Inc., Golden, CO, USA) is a temporary device that combines the functions of a vena cava filter (VCF) with those of a triple-lumen central venous catheter. Normally, a VCF is implanted to prevent pulmonary embolism during pharmacomechanical thrombectomy. However, the complications associated with VCFs increase with time, not all of the filter can always be retrieved, and there can be iatrogenic effects both during implantation and retrieval. In our experience, this new device is much simpler to deploy and to retrieve. As is shown in this case, this temporary device can be an interesting alternative to a VCF for preventing pulmonary embolisms during pharmacomechanical thrombectomy.